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Aharon N. Varady

Minhagim

757 (Rabbi Rallis Wiesenthal explains that in the tradition of Ashkenaz, “three tzedaka boxes are put out. a
gifts for) 2°31aR? Minn (which is given to benefit torah scholars in Jerusalem, b (the half shekel) 2pwi1 n°xnn?
The minhag was .(the cost of the meals one would have eaten that day) ,7p7% &n°1yn7 873K (and ¢ ,(the needy

” after the daytime megillah reading, and not before (gifts of food) min m>w to give

Shmueli Gonzales writes, “It is a mitzvah on Purim for everyone to read Megillat Esther, or hear it read; once
at night, and again during the day. In the evening it is read after the Maariv Amidah and the Full-Kaddish is
recited; in the morning the Shaharit Amidah and Hatzi-Kaddish is recited, followed by the Torah reading, and
then the Megillah is read at that point. The Megillah is to be unrolled and folded into three parts, as one
.blessing both at night and by day 12277 would a letter. It is the custom of HaBaD to say the

is made before the (!7°mM3721 7%°%an nRMP NYywa 79° 7p°nw) R’ Wiesenthal adds, “A request for absolute quiet
blessings for the megillah reading. According to R. Yisroel Strauss of KAJ WH ‘Groggers (sirens, whistles,
etc) are fairly new, 30-35 years. In fact most of the noise is still generated with stamping feet and banging of
gets about four seconds and the rest about 1-2 seconds, (Haman) 177 the shtender covers. The first mention of

”? gets equal treatment (Zeresh) w17 his wife

During a public reading, four verses are read aloud by the assembled (2:5, 8:15-16, 10:3). Below we’ve writ
them in a large font, and included their transliterations. As three of these verses pertain specifically to
Mordekhai’s role in the story, a growing custom at megillah readings is to include three verses that highlight

Esther’s role in the story. These are the verses 2:7, 5:1, and 9:32.11

Blessings for the Reading of Megillat Esther
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J7XN N> NIX TN D700 IRNR 1197

Before reading Megillat Esther the following

blessings are said; listeners respond 77%¥.

Blessed are you, YHVH Eloheinu, cosmic majesty, A 1NN T ARKR N2
who sanctifies us through mitzvot, and commands JTINNA YT WK ,0Yiv0
us concerning the reading of the Megillah. ‘n7an KN YV 1Y
Blessed are you, YHVH Eloheinu, cosmic majesty, M 1NN T ARKR N2
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days  jymianYy o'ea nwyw ,0Yivn
in this season. :nTD |AT2 DDD D'
Blessed are you, YHVH Eloheinu, cosmic majesty, M 1NN T ARKR N2
who has kept us alive, and has preserved us, and YN 1771 12'N0Y 0TIV
enabled us to reach this season. DTN ATY

Megillat Esther
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Chapter 1 N NOX

1 .
NOW IT came to pass in the days of NID Wiwiny ma 1 !

Ahashverosh—this 1s Ahashverosh who W3-y TN Z7Rn widwny
reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over a 2.

5 NN XN DWYI VY

hundred and seven and twenty provinces — '
790 | N2YY DR D'

that in those days, when the king Ahashverosh o L

. . . YK IND7N RED 7Y WiNIYNK
sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in 3.
Shushan the castle, 3 in the third year of his '

reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and

Wiy myia © i (yiva
Y727 NHYN Ny D77

. ) . MM TN ’ I 1
his servants; the army of Persia and Media, the D'ANI2N T 072 17N 1MW

nobles and princes of the provinces, being nHahkl 4 21M9%7 niymn Yl
before him; * when he showed the riches of his i DRI NN TR WYY
glorious kingdom and the honour of his 07 D'R' INYITA MKON
excellent majesty, many days, even a hundred ‘ni* RN DIINY

and fourscore days.
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> And when these days were fulfilled, the king NWY NYRD 0D | DR 5
made a feast unto all the people that were |91¢a D'RYNIN DYN-72Y 7780
present in Shushan the castle, both great and nQWN [PP-TY] 7iTanYy N9an

small, seven days, in the court of the garden of ID'2 22 102 D' NYAY

he king’s palace: © there were hangings of . )
the king's palace; - there were hangings o TINK MY 0,9'_1?|'\‘|061'=]'ZY.:J,D

white, fine cotton, and blue, bordered with

7Y 9921 2NT | NiYn YUY TRy
7

cords of fine linen and purple, upon silver rods

and pillars of marble; the couches were of gold _ o
: :NNOI VT WYITuN2 NYY)
and silver, upon a pavement of green, and T om e '

white, and shell, and onyx marble. ” And they D721 D'721 20T 722 Nipwn|

8 by . ; ivi
gave them drink in vessels of gold— the vessels AN TR 270 1) DY

being diverse one from another—and royal TQ! 12712 0K 'K NI Nyl
wine in abundance, according to the bounty of nigy7 in'221777 7y 770
the king. ® And the drinking was according to UINITYU'X [I¥72
the law; none did compel; for so the king had
appointed to all the officers of his house, that

they should do according to every man’s

pleasure.
? Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the NNYN NDWY NnRn 'Rl Da(g
women 1n the royal house which belonged to 77 T¢iN NIdYAN D', 0

king Ahashverosh. {0} :winwny
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10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the
king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuman, Bizzeta, Harbona, Bigta, and
Avagta, Zetar, and Kharkas, the seven
chamberlains that ministered in the presence of
Ahashverosh the king, !! to bring Vashti the

queen before the king with the crown royal, to

show the peoples and the princes her beauty; for
she was fair to look on. 2 But the queen Vashti
refused to come at the king’s commandment by
the chamberlains; therefore was the king very

wroth, and his anger burned in him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men, who
knew the times—for so was the king’s manner
toward all that knew law and judgment; '* and
the next unto him was Karsh’na, Shetar,
Admata, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and
Memukhan, the seven princes of Persia and
Media, who saw the king’s face, and sat the first
in the kingdom: !> "What shall we do unto the
queen Vashti according to law, forasmuch as
she hath not done the bidding of the king
Ahashverosh by the chamberlains?’

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?customCSSURL=http://opensid...
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2780 1197 NN 'AYITNX
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Nia7 'Hwl namn |fnn) 12
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16 And Memukhan answered before the king
and the princes: ‘Vashti the queen hath not done
wrong to the king only, but also to all the
princes, and to all the peoples, that are in all the
provinces of the king Ahashverosh. !” For this
deed of the queen will come abroad unto all
women, to make their husbands contemptible in
their eyes, when it will be said: The king
Ahashverosh commanded Vashti the queen to
be brought in before him, but she came not. 18
And this day will the princesses of Persia and
Media who have heard of the deed of the queen
say the like unto all the king’s princes. So will
there arise enough contempt and wrath. ' If it
please the king, let there go forth a royal
commandment from him, and let it be written
among the laws of the Persians and the Medes,
that it be not altered, that Vashti come no more
before king Ahashverosh, and that the king give
her royal estate unto another that is better than
she. 20 And when the king’s decree which he
shall make shall be published throughout all his
kingdom, great though it be, all the wives will
give to their husbands honour, both to great and

small.’
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21

21 And the word pleased the king and the 700 2'Wa AT 20

)
princes; and the klng did according to the word 124N T 1'7)‘_\-] Wy Dljw-“

'_J

- J—

of Memukhan; 22 for he sent letters into all the NI T~73-7% D90 NYW| 22

king’s provinces, into every province according AN NI NITRTIN 990

to the writing thereof, and to every people after nitaY ivys Dyl Dy~

their language, that every man should bear rule  [ivj72 NaTn1 in2 MW UKD

in his own house, and speak according to the {0} :iny
language of his people.

Chapter 2 1 YNOX
I After these things, when the wrath of king nnn 787 n%&n 02T DR |

Ahashverosh was assuaged, he remembered
Vashti, and what she had done, and what

NXIAYITIX 12T Yiynx 7790

2 1Y NTNTIYX DX ADPYTIYR

was decreed against her. 2 Then said the , , } :
, . _ 1972 I'MYN 7780701 XY
king’s servants that ministered unto him: 3 o , _
. NN NIQI0 NIFN2 NI 7777

‘Let there be sought for the king young ' . .
e 3 : NP =722 D' T'P9 1790 T
virgins fair to look on; - and let the king ' '

. : . : N7IN2"NYI"72 NN 1A' NI
appoint officers in all the provinces of his NN RN AT I 7n

kingdom, that they may gather together all YD YT N N2V

the fair young virgins unto Shushan the 00 NN T7N D'¥IN NN
castle, to the house of the women, unto the 4 'R [N D'YIN Y 7700
custody of Heygeh the king’s chamberlain, 1790 1WA 20N R WD
keeper of the women; and let their ointments ~ ')'V2 1TN 2V 'AYI NNRA 70N
be given them; * and let the maiden that {o} 12wy ‘AN
pleaseth the king be queen instead of

Vashti.” And the thing pleased the king; and

he did so.
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Ish yehudi haya beshushan habira ushemo iny1 NN [wiva nm rEn w2
Mordekhai ben Ya'ir ben-Shim'i ben-Kish U'N YU'ZT 'YNYTR KR! [ DTNn
ish yemini > There was a certain Jew in D¢ N7an vix & mme
Shushan the castle, whose name was n'12' DY NNYa0 WYX N7AN-Dy

Mordekhai the son of Yair the son of Shim’i NXX)T212) N0 1K DTN

o . . 6
the son of Kish, a Benjamite, ® who had N NOTOTIN A 1 7 772 97

been carried away from Jerusalem with the T
DXI AR AP 'K 'D ITT N2 NON
captives that had been carried away with
Yekhoniah king of Yehudah, whom

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had

carried away. Vayehi omen et-Hadassa hee

NN N2ILI INANO! NYaNI
i'7 )TN AN AAKI DR NN

27

Esther bat-dodo ki eyn lah av va'em
vehanna'ara yefat-to'ar vetovat mar'eh
uvemot aviha ve immah lekahah Mordekhai
lo levat 7 And he brought up Hadassah, that
is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter; for she had
neither father nor mother, and the maiden
was of beautiful form and fair to look on;
and when her father and mother were dead,

Mordekhai took her for his own daughter.
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8 So it came to pass, when the king’s
commandment and his decree was
published, and when many maidens were
gathered together unto Shushan the castle, to
the custody of Heygeh, that Esther was
taken into the king’s house, to the custody of
Heygeh, keeper of the women. ? And the
maiden pleased him, and she obtained
kindness of him; and he speedily gave her

her ointments, with her portions, and the

seven maidens, who were meet to be given
her out of the king’s house; and he advanced
her and her maidens to the best place in the

house of the women.

10 Esther had not made known her people
nor her kindred; for Mordekhai had charged
her that she should not tell it. ' And
Mordekhai walked every day before the
court of the women’s house, to know how

Esther did, and what would become of her.
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12 Now when the turn of every maiden was
come to go in to king Ahashverosh, after
that it had been done to her according to the
law for the women, twelve months —for so
were the days of their anointing
accomplished, to wit, six months with oil of
myrrh, and six month with sweet odours,

and with other ointments of the women —

13 when then the maiden came unto the king,
whatsoever she desired was given her to go
with her out of the house of the women unto
the king’s house. '# In the evening she went,
and on the morrow she returned into the
second house of the women, to the custody
of Shaashgaz, the king’s chamberlain, who
kept the concubines; she came in unto the
king no more, except the king delighted in

her, and she were called by name.
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15 Now when the turn of Esther, the
daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordekhai,
who had taken her for his daughter, was
come to go in unto the king, she required
nothing but what Heygeh the king’s
chamberlain, the keeper of the women,
appointed. And Esther obtained favour in
the sight of all them that looked upon her. '6
So Esther was taken unto king Ahashverosh
into his house royal in the tenth month,
which is the month Teveth, in the seventh

year of his reign. 7 And the king loved

Esther above all the women, and she
obtained grace and favour in his sight more
than all the virgins; so that he set the royal
crown upon her head, and made her queen
instead of Vashti. !® Then the king made a
great feast unto all his princes and his
servants, even Esther’s feast; and he made a
release to the provinces, and gave gifts,

according to the bounty of the king.

19 And when the virgins were gathered
together the second time, and Mordekhai sat
in the king’s gate— 2° Esther had not yet
made known her kindred nor her people; as
Mordekhai had charged her; for Esther did
the commandment of Mordekhai, like as

when she was brought up with him—
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21 in those days, while Mordekhai sat in the
king’s gate, two of the king’s chamberlains,
Bigthan and Teresh, of those that kept the
door, were wroth, and sought to lay hands
on the king Ahashverosh. 2 And the thing
became known to Mordekhai, who told it
unto Esther the queen; and Esther told the

king thereof in Mordekhai’s name.

23 And when inquisition was made of the
matter, and it was found to be so, they were
both hanged on a tree; and it was written in

the book of the chronicles before the king.

Chapter 3
I After these things did king Ahashverosh

promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat

above all the princes that were with him.

2 And all the king’s servants, that were in the
king’s gate, bowed down, and prostrated
themselves before Haman; for the king had so
commanded concerning him. But Mordekhai
bowed not down, nor prostrated himself before
him. ® Then the king’s servants, that were in
the king’s gate, said unto Mordekhai: ‘Why

transgressest thou the king’s commandment?’

N
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* Now it came to pass, when they spoke daily Diil Di' '7% DIARD DINKA A

unto him, and he hearkened not unto them, that DY 173'1 DRYIN YW K|
they told Haman, to see whether Mordekhai’s DTN NAT TRV NikY
words would stand; for he had told them that 5

TN RIDTIYK DRY TANT'D
he was a Jew. > And when Haman saw that o o
V2 70 'R A0 R
Mordekhai bowed not down, nor prostrated 6 , ,
. . AN QD K7 i IRy
himself before him, then was Haman full of B L
6o o 727 27102 T YT 1WA T
wrath. ® But it seemed contemptible in his eyes _ "
. Wpa'l 270 DY DX i7 170D
to lay hands on Mordekhai alone; for they had S ' '

made known to him the people of Mordekhai; DEHIDTITIN TRYDT 100

wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Dy YNIYNX NMI707222 WX
Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom H21n

of Ahashverosh, even the people of

Mordekhai.

7 In the first month, which is the month Nisan, 161 UTn-N4n Jivikan wTna ’
in the twelfth year of king Ahashverosh, they 707 MYy D'NY Mvia
cast pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from L5120 XMADD 7'90 WiNVnK

day to day, and from month to month, to the
twelfth month, which is the month Adar.

YNNI Di7 | DiM D 197
TIX WTNDTRIN YWY DY WY

{0}
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8 And Haman said unto king Ahashverosh:
“There is a certain people scattered abroad and
dispersed among the peoples in all the
provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are
diverse from those of every people; neither
keep they the king’s laws; therefore it profiteth
not the king to suffer them. ° If it please the
king, let it be written that they be destroyed;

and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver
into the hands of those that have the charge of
the king’s business, to bring it into the king’s
treasuries.” ' And the king took his ring from
his hand, and gave it unto Haman the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’enemy. !!
And the king said unto Haman: ‘The silver is
given to thee, the people also, to do with them

as it seemeth good to thee.’
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12 Then were the king’s scribes called in the
first month, on the thirteenth day thereof, and
there was written, according to all that Haman
commanded, unto the king’s satraps, and to the
governors that were over every province, and
to the princes of every people; to every
province according to the writing thereof, and
to every people after their language; in the
name of king Ahashverosh was it written, and
it was sealed with the king’s ring. !> And
letters were sent by posts into all the king’s
provinces, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old, little
children and women, in one day, even upon the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is
the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them

for a prey.

14 The copy of the writing, to be given out for
a decree in every province, was to be
published unto all peoples, that they should be
ready against that day.

15 The posts went forth in haste by the king’s
commandment, and the decree was given out
in Shushan the castle; and the king and Haman
sat down to drink; but the city of Shushan was

perplexed.
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Chapter 4

! Now when Mordekhai knew all that was
done, Mordekhai rent his clothes, and put on
sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the
midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a
bitter cry; 2 and he came even before the
king’s gate; for none might enter within the
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. * And in
every province, whithersoever the king’s
commandment and his decree came, there was
great mourning among the Jews, and fasting,
and weeping, and wailing; and many lay in

sackcloth and ashes.

* And Esther’s maidens and her chamberlains
came and told it her; and the queen was
exceedingly pained; and she sent raiment to
clothe Mordekhai; and to take his sackcloth
from off him; but he accepted it not. > Then
called Esther for Hatakh, one of the king’s
chamberlains, whom he had appointed to
attend upon her, and charged him to go to
Mordekhai, to know what this was, and why it

was.

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?customCSSURL=http://opensid...

TINON
NGYI WRITIR VT ST ]
7Y WA TN TN VO

201 N

97 Ty N1l
WYTIK RIQT 'R 12 A7R0TWY
Ny ® i wiaa a0

N7 790727 WX DI N
221 Dyl DTN 70T 72K v'An

:0'A07. VX' 19KI 7Y TOONM

ARON NiNYI NMIRIAAT NIRIANI 4

N7NDAL AT 1731 D00
D722 N7URI TXN N27AN

i7Y 1'Qn'H DT TNN YAy
RON MIPAL° 72 K71 1Myn
TNYD YK 1700 '0Men AN0Y?
NYT? DTN IN¥NI 0197
DTN NN



21 | Seder Megillat Esther for Purim

® So Hatakh went forth to Mordekhai unto the
broad place of the city, which was before the
king’s gate. ’ And Mordekhai told him of all
that had happened unto him, and the exact

sum of the money that Haman had promised

to pay to the king’s treasuries for the Jews, to
destroy them. 3 Also he gave him the copy of
the writing of the decree that was given out in
Shushan to destroy them, to show it unto
Esther, and to declare it unto her; and to
charge her that she should go in unto the king,
to make supplication unto him, and to make

request before him, for her people.

? And Hathakh came and told Esther the
words of Mordekhai. '° Then Esther spoke
unto Hatakh, and gave him a message unto
Mordekhai: '! *All the king’s servants, and the
people of the king’s provinces, do know, that
whosoever, whether man or woman, shall
come unto the king into the inner court, who
1s not called, there is one law for him, that he
be put to death, except such to whom the king
shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may
live; but I have not been called to come in
unto the king these thirty days.” !> And they
told to Mordekhai Esther’s words.
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13 Then Mordekhai bade them to return
answer unto Esther: ‘Think not with thyself

that thou shalt escape in the king’s house,
more than all the Jews. ' For if thou
altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then
will relief and deliverance arise to the Jews
from another place, but thou and thy father’s
house will perish; and who knoweth whether
thou art not come to royal estate for such a

time as this?’

15 Then Esther bade them return answer unto
Mordekhai: '° Go, gather together all the
Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye
for me, and neither eat nor drink three days,
night or day; I also and my maidens will fast
in like manner; and so will I go in unto the
king, which is not according to the law; and if

I perish, I perish.’

17 So Mordekhai went his way, and did
according to all that Esther had commanded

him.
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Chapter 5
vayhi bayyom hashelishi vatilbash Esther

malkhut vatta'amod bahatsar bet-hammelekh
hapenimit nokhah bet hammelekh

vehammelekh yoshev al-kissei malkhuto

beveit hammalkhut nokhah petah habbayit

' Now it came to pass on the third day, that
Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in
the inner court of the king’s house, over
against the king’s house; and the king sat upon
his royal throne in the royal house, over

against the entrance of the house.

2 And it was so, when the king saw Esther the
queen standing in the court, that she obtained
favour in his sight; and the king held out to
Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand.
So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the
sceptre. > Then said the king unto her: “What
wilt thou, queen Esther? for whatever thy
request, even to the half of the kingdom, it

shall be given thee.’

* And Esther said: ‘If it seem good unto the
king, let the king and Haman come this day

unto the banquet that I have prepared for him.’
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> Then the king said: ‘Cause Haman to make

haste, that it may be done as Esther hath said.’
So the king and Haman came to the banquet
that Esther had prepared. ® And the king said
unto Esther at the banquet of wine: ‘Whatever
thy petition, it shall be granted thee; and
whatever thy request, even to the half of the

kingdom, it shall be performed.’

7 Then answered Esther, and said: ‘My petition
and my request is— 8 if I have found favour in
the sight of the king, and if it please the king to
grant my petition, and to perform my
request— let the king and Haman come to the
banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will

do to-morrow as the king hath said.’
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? Then went Haman forth that day joyful and
glad of heart; but when Haman saw Mordekhai
in the king’s gate, that he stood not up, nor
moved for him, Haman was filled with wrath
against Mordekhai. '° Nevertheless Haman
refrained himself, and went home; and he sent
and fetched his friends and Zeresh his wife. !
And Haman recounted unto them the glory of
his riches, and the multitude of his children,
and everything as to how the king had
promoted him, and how he had advanced him

above the princes and servants of the king. 12

Haman said moreover: ‘Yea, Esther the queen
did let no man come in with the king unto the
banquet that she had prepared but myself; and
to-morrow also am I invited by her together
with the king. '3 Yet all this availeth me
nothing, so long as I see Mordekhai the Jew

sitting at the king’s gate.’

14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends
unto him: ‘Let a gallows be made of fifty
cubits high, and in the morning speak thou
unto the king that Mordekhai may be hanged
thereon; then go thou in merrily with the king
unto the banquet.” And the thing pleased

Haman; and he caused the gallows to be made.
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Chapter 6
! On that night could not the king sleep; and he

commanded to bring the book of records of the

chronicles, and they were read before the king.

2 And it was found written, that Mordekhai had
told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s
chamberlains, of those that kept the door, who
had sought to lay hands on the king
Ahashverosh. > And the king said: ‘What honour
and dignity hath been done to Mordekhai for
this?” Then said the king’s servants that
ministered unto him: ‘There is nothing done for

b

him.

* And the king said: “Who is in the court?’ —
Now Haman was come into the outer court of
the king’s house, to speak unto the king to hang
Mordekhai on the gallows that he had prepared
for him.— > And the king’s servants said unto
him: ‘Behold, Haman standeth in the court.” And

the king said: ‘Let him come in.’

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?customCSSURL=http://opensid...

I ANOX

A0 MY NI ’AD N
197 D' 110 DAY AT

M

ST TEAN YN 2N Kyl 2

'0"10 Y YN NINAAT7Y
172 WX 90 Inwn 7790
3 wingng 1792 T 07y
2! NGYaTn A0 K
AN NTT7Y RT7IMY7 NPT
NYYITN7 1'YN 170 Yl

QT iy

N3 [AD1 XN M 780 K ¢

K7 NIiX'ND 7HN N2 ¥N7
YYD TN NN NiYT 177

I ER VI P AT h R U
YN TAY 9 NN 17X 770

INIQ! 790 N



21 | Seder Megillat Esther for Purim

% So Haman came in. And the king said unto
him: “What shall be done unto the man whom
the king delighteth to honour?” —Now Haman
said in his heart: “‘Whom would the king delight

to honour besides myself?” — 7 And Haman said

unto the king: ‘For the man whom the king
delighteth to honour, 8 let royal apparel be
brought which the king useth to wear, and the
horse that the king rideth upon, and on whose
head a crown royal is set; ° and let the apparel
and the horse be delivered to the hand of one of
the king’s most noble princes, that they may
array the man therewith whom the king
delighteth to honour, and cause him to ride on
horseback through the street of the city, and
proclaim before him: Thus shall it be done to the

man whom the king delighteth to honour.’

10 Then the king said to Haman: ‘Make haste,
and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast
said, and do even so to Mordekhai the Jew, that
sitteth at the king’s gate; let nothing fail of all
that thou hast spoken.” ! Then took Haman the
apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordekhai,
and caused him to ride through the street of the
city, and proclaimed before him: ‘Thus shall it
be done unto the man whom the king delighteth

to honour.’
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12 And Mordekhai returned to the king’s gate.
But Haman hasted to his house, mourning and
having his head covered. !> And Haman
recounted unto Zeresh his wife and all his
friends every thing that had befallen him. Then
said his wise men and Zeresh his wife unto him:
‘If Mordekhai, before whom thou hast begun to
fall, be of the seed of the Jews, thou shalt not
prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before
him.” '* While they were yet talking with him,
came the king’s chamberlains, and hastened to
bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had
prepared.

Chapter 7

I'So the king and Haman came to banquet with

Esther the queen.

2 And the king said again unto Esther on the
second day at the banquet of wine: ‘Whatever
thy petition, queen Esther, it shall be granted
thee; and whatever thy request, even to the half

of the kingdom, it shall be performed.’
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3 Then Esther the queen answered and said: ‘If
I have found favour in thy sight, O king, and if
it please the king, let my life be given me at

my petition, and my people at my request; ¢ for

we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed,

to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been
sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held
my peace, for the adversary is not worthy that

the king be endamaged.’

> Then spoke the king Ahashverosh and said
unto Esther the queen: ‘Who is he, and where
is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?’
6 And Esther said: ‘An adversary and an
enemy, even this wicked Haman.” Then Haman
was terrified before the king and the queen. ’
And the king arose in his wrath from the
banquet of wine and went into the palace
garden; but Haman remained to make request
for his life to Esther the queen; for he saw that
there was evil determined against him by the

king.
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8 Then the king returned out of the palace

garden into the place of the banquet of wine;

and Haman was fallen upon the couch whereon

Esther was. Then said the king: ‘Will he even
force the queen before me in the house?’ As
the word went out of the king’s mouth, they

covered Haman’s face. ? Then said Harbonah,

one of the chamberlains that were before the
king: ‘Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits
high, which Haman hath made for Mordekhai,
who spoke good for the king, standeth in the
house of Haman.” And the king said: ‘Hang
him thereon.” 1° So they hanged Haman on the
gallows that he had prepared for Mordekhai.

Then was the king’s wrath assuaged.

Chapter 8
! On that day did the king Ahashverosh

give the house of Haman the Jews’ enemy
unto Esther the queen. And Mordekhai
came before the king; for Esther had told
what he was unto her. > And the king took
off his ring, which he had taken from
Haman, and gave it unto Mordekhai. And
Esther set Mordekhai over the house of

Haman.
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Jews. ™ Then the king held out to Esther the 5 9790 19 TAYR| MoK DN

golden sceptre. So Esther arose, and stood

TIXYN™DXI 200 77907 7w DX MNAT
before the king. > And she said: ‘If it please

, , O Nadur M 1197 12T Yl 19T N
the king, and if I have found favour in his . , "
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sight, and the thing seem right before the O L. .
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Jews that are in all the king’s provinces; ° AT TR TRL72IN NN
for how can I endure to see the evil that {o}
shall come unto my people? or how can I

endure to see the destruction of my

kindred?’
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7 Then the king Ahashverosh said unto \RoNY WAgny 1m0 M 7
Esther the queen and to Mordekhai the DN N3N A DTN NvAn
Jew: ‘Behold, I have given Esther the 2y YUD7y 197 iNX] 1ROKY M)
house of Haman, and him they have 8

DTN DUTINA T DY
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ring, may no man reverse.” ° Then were the Ny |I'0 UTNNN 7w

king’s scribes called at that time, in the T NXTIYRTI) 2N T DY

third month, which is the month Sivan, on N1 DTH TN
the three and twentieth day thereof; and it NidTAN YY1 NIN9NI"DI9TTYUNKD
was written according to all that DWYI YAy YTV TN | YN
Mordekhai commanded concerning the NANII NITAT NN NI'TA NN
Jews, even to the satraps, and the DANDD DTN 139D DyI DY)
governors and princes of the provinces IR0 DA AR 10 ‘DY

which are from India unto Ethiopia, a NY¢*l 9900 MYV DN WANK

hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto W2 0 10 0'6102 DN T 090
every province according to the writing NPT : .
, DI AYX T 0IANN 1A D'NRYNXD
thereof, and unto every people after their . , ,
. TWIMYT WX | DTN 700

language, and to the Jews according to . S o
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their writing, and according to their ' o
: N TRI DY 7'N772NX TAX7 07

language. '© And they wrote in the name of MR DY 7R TR A Al
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king Ahashverosh, and sealed it with the TIR7 D779 D'Y21 90 DX DX

king’s ring, and sent letters by posts on UinIyny 770 i TR0 TNX DI
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used in the king’s service, bred of the stud; a0 ayne 3 X wTn NN
1 that the king had granted the Jews that 472 NI NN NT [Many
were in every city to gather themselves DTN DTN NI DYDY

together, and to stand for their life, to DNy NiN Di'7 D' TNY DTINY
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destroy, and to slay, and to cause to perish, W 27 oo 4 pparkn
all the forces of the people and province D'9INT 0'YYNAN IXY' DYRYNKD
that would assault them, their little ones W12 NIm DTN 790 12T

and women, and to take the spoil of them {5} :n1n
for a prey, '? upon one day in all the
provinces of king Ahashverosh, namely,
upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month Adar. '* The
copy of the writing, to be given out for a
decree in every province, was to be
published unto all the peoples, and that the
Jews should be ready against that day to
avenge themselves on their enemies. '# So
the posts that rode upon swift steeds that
were used in the king’s service went out,
being hastened and pressed on by the
king’s commandment; and the decree was

given out in Shushan the castle.
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15 And Mordekhai went forth from the
presence of the king in royal apparel of
blue and white, and with a great crown of
gold, and with a rob of fine linen and
purple; and the city of Shushan shouted
and was glad. u’Mordekhai yatsa millifne
hammelekh bilvush malkhut tekhelet vahur
va'ateret zahav gedola vetakhrikh buts
ve'argaman veha'ir shushan tsahala
vesameha. '® The Jews had light and
gladness, and joy and honour. layyehudim
hayta ora vesimha vesason vikar '7 And in

every province, and in every city,

whithersoever the king’s commandment
and his decree came, the Jews had gladness
and joy, a feast and a good day. And many
from among the peoples of the land
became Jews; for the fear of the Jews was

fallen upon them.
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Chapter 9 U TAON

I Now in the twelfth month, which is the IN WTRCNIA WA Y Dvia !
month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the

same, when the king’s commandment and his

Y'an WK ia Di' gy ndizea

WK Difa NiyynT INT 7780727
decree drew near to be put in execution, in the : NN e

. D2 LITY7 DT AR Y
day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to L .
: DUTHID Q7Y WYX RN 790
have rule over them; whereas it was turned to . . 5 )
DYHN'D 17072 © 1DN'NXIYA NAQ
the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them ' N S

that hated them; 2 the Jews gathered A0 NITTRTR DR

themselves together in their cities throughout DY), 'Wipana T 0747 winiuny

all the provinces of the king Ahashverosh,to  pTno 91715 DN'197 TRY~X? UK
lay hand on such as sought their hurt; and no ‘D'AYN~77Y
man could withstand them; for the fear of

them was fallen upon all the peoples.

3 And all the princes of the provinces, and the D9VTYUNXDI NI TAN W72 3
satraps, and the governors, and they that did 797 TR NIXTAN WYl Ninon|

the king’s business, helped the Jews; because Y9171 DI NN DRWIN

4

the fear of Mordekhai was fallen upon them. 4

7M. 107y RTINTTNY

For Mordekhai was great in the king’s house, o ; \
A7 Ryl 790 N3 DTN

and his fame went forth throughout all the , , ,
: . 71N TN WRNT NiPTANTI2
provinces; for the man Mordekhai waxed . 5 _
5 DTN 4241 {9} (7iTal

greater and greater. ° And the Jews smote all o
|T2X1 2101 2N NN DN'ANTIA

their enemies with the stroke of the sword, 6

[giwai © :mix? DR gy

and with slaughter and destruction, and did
what they would unto them that hated them. 6

And in Shushan the castle the Jews slew and

wno Tax| DTHMD 40 1A
U'R NiNN

destroyed five hundred men.

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?customCSSURL=http://opensid...



a9 | Seder Megillat Esther for Purim https://www.printfriendly.com/print?customCSSURL=http://opensid...

7 And Parshandatha, XNTIYI9 | NNy 7
and Dalphon, i97T | NI
and Aspatha, IND9OX | NXI
8 and Poratha, NI | DX 8
and Adalia, N'7IN | TN
and Aridatha, NDTAX | NN

9 and Parmashta,

o xRy | ny
and Arisai, :
1 '0"IX | NI
and Aridai,
: "TIX | NI
and Vaizatha, LR L
INDT' | NN
10 the ten sons of Haman the son of i 10
Hammedatha, the Jews’ enemy, slew they; X RITADT AD 212 MNYY
but on the spoil they laid not their hand. IN7Y X7 D122 400 DT
‘DTN
1 On that day the number of those that were DN 1900 KA KD DI !
slain in Shushan the castle was brought 12 {0} 19900 199 NN [Yiva
before the king. 12 And the king said unto (1w nI7RN AMONY 77HR MK

Esther the queen: ‘The Jews have slain and Ynn TAXI DRt 00 AN

destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the . Coy .
P72 MYV NXT WK NIKA
castle, and the ten sons of Haman; what then , , ,
. . 1Yy N 7790 NiY'TR WRY2
have they done in the rest of the king’s _ : . _
. o ANYPA N 77 N ANIRY NN
provinces! Now whatever thy petition, it shall . _
wynli i
be granted thee; and whatever thy request Pl TY

further, it shall be done.’
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13 Then said Esther: ‘If it please the king, let
it be granted to the Jews that are in Shushan
to do to-morrow also according unto this
day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be
hanged upon the gallows.” '* And the king
commanded it so to be done; and a decree
was given out in Shushan; and they hanged
Haman’s ten sons. > And the Jews that were
in Shushan gathered themselves together on
the fourteenth day also of the month Adar,
and slew three hundred men in Shushan; but

on the spoil they laid not their hand.

16 And the other Jews that were in the king’s
provinces gathered themselves together, and
stood for their lives, and had rest from their
enemies, and slew of them that hated them
seventy and five thousand —but on the spoil
they laid not their hand— 7 on the thirteenth
day of the month Adar, and on the fourteenth
day of the same they rested, and made it a day
of feasting and gladness. '® But the Jews that
were in Shushan assembled together on the
thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth
thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same
they rested, and made it a day of feasting and
gladness. '° Therefore do the Jews of the
villages, that dwell in the unwalled towns,
make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a
day of gladness and feasting, and a good day,

and of sending portions one to another.
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20 And Mordekhai wrote these things, and
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all
the provinces of the king Ahashverosh, both
nigh and far, 2! to enjoin them that they
should keep the fourteenth day of the month
Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same,
yearly, 22 the days wherein the Jews had rest
from their enemies, and the month which was
turned unto them from sorrow to gladness,
and from mourning into a good day; that they
should make them days of feasting and
gladness, and of sending portions one to
another, and gifts to the poor. 2> And the Jews
took upon them to do as they had begun, and
as Mordekhai had written unto them; 2*
because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had
devised against the Jews to destroy them, and
had cast pur, that is, the lot, to discomfit
them, and to destroy them; 25 but when shel?!
came before the king, he commanded by
letters that his wicked device, which he had
devised against the Jews, should return upon
his own head; and that he and his sons should

be hanged on the gallows.
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26 Wherefore they called these days Purim,
after the name of pur. Therefore because of
all the words of this letter, and of that which
they had seen concerning this matter, and that

which had come unto them, 2’ the Jews

ordained, and took upon them, and upon their
seed, and upon all such as joined themselves
unto them, so as it should not fail, that they
would keep these two days according to the
writing thereof, and according to the
appointed time thereof, every year; 28 and that
these days should be remembered and kept
throughout every generation, every family,
every province, and every city; and that these
days of Purim should not fail from among the
Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from

their seed.

29 Then Esther the queen, the daughter of
Abihail, and Mordekhai the Jew, wrote down
all the acts of power, to confirm this second
letter of Purim. 3 And he sent letters unto all
the Jews, to the hundred twenty and seven
provinces of the kingdom of Ahashverosh,
with words of peace and truth, 3! to confirm
these days of Purim in their appointed times,
according as Mordekhai the Jew and Esther
the queen had enjoined them, and as they had
ordained for themselves and for their seed,

the matters of the fastings and their cry.
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uma amar Esther kiyyam divre hapurim D90 2T DI INON AN 32
ha'elleh venikhtav bassefer {5} 11902 AP NI
32 And the commandment of Esther

confirmed these matters of Purim; and it was

written in the book.

Chapter 10 'INONX

! And the king Ahashverosh laid a tribute upon the wawnx 1790 D !

- 2
land, and upon the isles of the sea. “ And all the acts YIXD"9Y on | Uinlwnx

of his power and of his might, and the full account of iom niyn~73) 2 10 Hy
the greatness of Mordekhai, how the king advanced e
: . : N7T2 NYI91 in1
him, are they not written in the book of the , o

. . . 03 A7/ 7T YK T
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? ° For “5o-by - N
. ) 19077V D'AINI DTKNI)
Mordekhai the Jew was next unto king Ahashverosh, A 1) 1]
and great among the Jews, and accepted of the 9 707 DA AT

1 . .| | 1 o 17 3 b o
multitude of his brethren; seeking the good of his T TN 11700

people and speaking peace to all his seed. ki £5

Mordekhai hayyehudi mishneh lammelekh "N 277 4 DY
Ahashverosh vegadol layyehudim veratsuy lerov DI7Y AT Yy 2i0 YT
ehav doresh tov le'ammo vedover shalom lekhal- vy
zar o

Blessings and Prayers upon completing Megillat Esther

After reading the Book of Esther say: 702N A7'ann NRME DR
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— Who broughtest the counsel of the heathen to
nought, and madest the devices of the crafty of none
effect, when a wicked man, an arrogant offshoot of
the seed of Amalek, rose up against us. Insolent in his
riches, he digged himself a pit, and his own greatness
laid him a snare. In his mind he thought to entrap, but
was himself entrapped, he sought to destroy, but was
speedily destroyed. Haman displayed the hatred of
his fathers, and stirred up against the children the
ancient enmity of the brothers (Esav and Yaakov),
remembering not the mercy of Shaul, through whose
compassion for Agag the enemy was born. The
wicked plotted to cut off the just, and the unclean was
caught in the hands of the pure. (Mordekhai’s)
lovingkindness (to Esther) prevailed over the father’s
(Saul’s) error, but the wicked (Haman) heaped sin
upon the sins of his ancestor. In his heart he hid his
cunning devices, and sold himself to do wickedness.
He stretched forth his hand against God’s saints; he
gave his silver to cut off the remembrance of them.
When Mordecai saw that wrath had gone forth, and
that the decrees of Haman were issued in Shushan, lie
put on sackcloth and wrapped himself in mourning,
ordained a fast and sat upon ashes. Who will rise up
to atone for error, and obtain pardon for the sin and
iniquity of our fathers? A flower blossomed from the
palm tree: lo! Hadassah arose to awaken the merit of
those that slept in the grave. Her servants hastened to
make Haman drink the wine of the poison of snakes.
He rose by his riches, but fell in his wickedness; he
made him a gallows, and was himself hanged

thereon. All the inhabitants of the world opened their
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mouths, for the lot of Haman was turned to be our
lot. When the righteous was delivered out of the hand
of the wicked, and the enemy was put in his stead,
the Jews ordained for themselves to celebrate Purim,
and to rejoice thereon every year. Thou didst regard
the prayer of Mordekhai and Esther: Haman and his

sons thou didst hang upon the gallows.

The lily of Yaakov rejoiced and was glad when
Mordekhai was seen in the purple. Thou hast ever
been Israel’s salvation, and their hope in every
generation, to make known that all who hope in thee
shall not be ashamed, neither shall any be
confounded who put their trust in thee. Accursed be
Haman who sought to destroy me; blessed be
Mordekhai the Jew; accursed be Zeresh, the wife of
him that terrified me; blessed be Esther my
protectress, and may Harbonah also be remembered

for good.
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and then say the Full-Kaddish, omitting the line starting with ”wiTj7 nnxI“ For Weekdays: continue on at

‘”I73.I?].Jn“

followed by the Full-Kaddish, ,”viT naxI“ and then say 0y 'n'1*“ For Saturday Night: continue on at

JApnR“ omitting the line starting with

FOR SHACHARIT
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MR On all days: continue on with
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